Art Lesson Plan
ARTE 301: Curriculum, Assessment, and Art Education
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
School of Art and Design

LESSON PLAN

	Student Teacher

	Chloe White

	Curriculum Unit Title

	Change as a Force in Art

	Grade Level

	3rd & 4th Grade

	Curriculum Unit Enduring Idea(s)

	Change

	Curriculum Unit Rationale

	Change is an unavoidable aspect of life that individuals must learn to adapt to. Utilizing the process of change for growth drastically impacts our amount of potential and perseverance. Change gives meaning to our lives over time and therefore art. Change gives us the skills to build upon prior plans and improve ideas.


	Curriculum Unit Key Concepts

	-Change is formative.
-Change is necessary to grow.
-Change is unavoidable.
-Change can be uncomfortable. 
-Change gives us new perspectives.
-Change gives art enduring meaning.
-Change gives time meaning. 


	Curriculum Unit Essential Questions

	-Why is change essential? What would happen if nothing changed?
-How does change affect us? Is change a positive or negative experience?
-How can change be channeled for productive growth?


	Curriculum Unit Objectives

	-Students will learn about the value of ephemeral art practices.
-Students will learn how to utilize change for personal growth and appreciation.
-Students will learn to process change in beneficial ways.
-Students will utilize change to improve art practices. 
-Students will learn to be comfortable in the uncomfortableness of change.




	Lesson Title

	Painted Pinch Pots (Part 1)


	Lesson Key Concepts

	-Art mediums are malleable to artists.
-How art mediums can change and develop over time.
-How to work with newness and change in materials.
-How to change and personalize art projects to the student’s style.
-How to work with materials in symbiotic partnerships.


	Lesson Essential Questions

	-How do you work with new materials, lessons, and mistakes to optimize creative energy and products.
-What does working with a changing material require?
-How do you express creativity and expression through universal designs?


	Lesson Objectives

	-The students will learn how to work with air dry clay.
-Students will learn about the basics of ceramics (terminology, techniques, clay types).
-The students will learn how to create a pinch pot.
-The students will learn about forming and decoration of a vessel.
-Students will customize a universal design with their own creativity and inspirations.
-Students will learn about basic color theory 
-Students will paint their pinch pot designs.
-The students will learn about the process of time and change in an art medium.


	Lesson Assessments

	The students will be assessed through a formative assessment. They will be assessed informally at the end of the project with a group discussion reflecting on the practice. They will also be assessed by their efforts throughout the project and how their final project reflects creative expression and completion of objectives.


	Visual Arts Standards

	VA:Cr1.1.3a: Elaborate on an imaginative idea.
VA:Cr2.2.3a: Demonstrate an understanding of the safe and proficient use of materials, tools, and equipment for a variety of artistic processes.
VA:Cr2.1.4a: Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.
VA:Cr2.1.3a: Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic processes and materials.
VA:Cr1.2.4a: Collaboratively set goals and create artwork that is meaningful and has purpose to the makers.
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 



	Lesson Materials

	-Air-dry clay
-Children’s clay tools
-Paper mats
-Water
-Cleaning wipes
-Cups
-Wipes
-Trash bag
-Gloves
-Transportation container
-Sponge
-Aprons
-Computer 
-Projector
-Tempera 
-Paint brushes
-Paper Towels 
-Palettes


	Lesson Resources

	Teacher Samples
Artist Examples: Ingrid Bathe, Lynda Draper, and Leanne Mcclurg Cambric
PowerPoint 


	Lesson Procedures

	Day 1
*Prior to the lesson, create examples of the process and teaching samples.
*Also portion clay into individual student portions (6.5 oz) and store. 

Introduction (10 minutes)
Slide 1: Introduce the project of a pinch pot. (Ask students if they have ever heard of pinch pots or have done them themselves.) “Pinch pots are exactly what they sound like. It’s a small pot made from clay that is formed by using your fingers and a pinching technique. I’ve brought some examples of what they can look like. (Have students pass them around) They’re kind of like snowflakes though. Since all of you have different hands and fingers, they’ll all look slightly different and unique to yourself. It will also be unique depending on how you decorate it!”
Slide 2: Go over the agenda for the day
Slide 3: “Our question of the day is visual today. I have six different pictures of pots made by a variety of artists. My question is what pot do you feel like today? Today I think I feel like this one.” (Go around and ask students what pot they feel like). 
Slide 4: “Alright, before we start our project, I’d like to go over some basic concepts about clay work. Does anyone know what clay is?” (Have students answer and try to gauge their current clay knowledge baseline)
Slide 5: “So to go over some terminology, clay work has a couple of names. Some of those are ceramics, pottery, clay work, etc. They all mean the same thing: someone who works with clay in their art. A ceramicist is the same thing as a potter and a clay artist. Clay itself is a malleable material made from broken down rock with specific minerals. There are different types of clay you can pull from the ground and that can be affected by the type of clay the earth is naturally producing in the area but also where it is sourced. Clay comes from the land, and we have thousands of different types of land throughout the world. So, clay you dig in American might be different from clay sourced in Australia for example. They also make different types of clay as well. The one we will be using today is a more synthetic type that can dry with the air. A lot of ground clay needs to be baked in a really hot oven called a kiln to stabilize it though.”
Slide 6: “There are also different ways of handling clay. You can use hand building techniques like we’ll be using today. I like that one the best because it’s the most readily available. Some techniques require extra tools and materials to work with, but you’ll always have your hands wherever you are. You can also use techniques like pressing clay into molds or working with it on a potter’s wheel.”
Slide 7: So today, we’ll be working on forming our pinch pots, and in a week, we will paint them.
(At this point, have a few students help pass out materials and tools. Every desk needs a protective mat, bag of clay, and clay tools. Give students the option of aprons and gloves.)

Demonstration/Work: (20 minutes)
(*Have students work along with the demonstration)
“We’re going to learn this process together. First, I’m going to demonstrate a step, and then I want you to try the step yourself. I’ll be going around to see who needs assistance. (Make sure everyone is on board with that instruction)
“First, let’s take our clay out of the bag. Right now, we have a chunk of clay in its natural form. We’re going to first form it into a ball. That can be done by rolling it in our hands in circular motions (Demonstrate. Then have students attempt the step. Walk around and make sure there is no confusion.)
“Now is when we start working with our fingers. You’re going to hold the ball of clay in your non-dominant hand (explain dominant hands if there is confusion). With your dominant hand, you’re going to take your thumb and press a hole into the center of your ball. (Demonstrate. Then have students attempt the step. Walk around and make sure there is no confusion.)
“Now we’re going to take our thumb and pointer fingers and slowly rotate the ball of clay as we softly pinch to form a pot. Please watch me demonstrate first. (Demonstrate. Then have students attempt the step. Walk around and make sure there is no confusion.)
“At this point we’ve essentially created the pot shape. Now we’re going to smooth it out and add finishing touches. We need to make sure the rim isn’t too thin. If it is, you can either tap the rim with your thumb or very gently tap the rim on the table. We can also work to smooth out any cracks or lumps we don’t like with a little bit of water. (Demonstrate. Then have students attempt the step. Walk around and make sure there is no confusion.)
“Now it’s your turn to customize and decorate the pots form however you like. I have some tools on the table if anyone is interested in using them, but your hands can work just as well.”
*Have students work and walk around to answer questions and connect with student about their ideas.
*If anyone finishes early, give permission for a free clay time for a small independent project. 

Clean Up: (10 minutes)
Students will be instructed to place their finished pinch pots on trays to dry. They will then be instructed to gather the remainer of their clay and return it to the collection bin. They will throw away the desk mats. They will return their tools to the tool bin. They will go to wash their clothes and return their aprons. Finally, they will wipe off any remaining clay residue with sponges, wipes, and towels.

Closure (5 minutes)
*Have students place their pots in the designated area, ask what they thought of the experience, and inform students that next week we are going to be decorating the pots with paint. 

Day 2
*Prior to the lesson pull up the PowerPoint on the projector
*Pour out paint and lay out materials for students to collect. 

Introduction (5 minutes)
Welcome students into class and bring out the bin of dried clay pinch pots they created last week.
*Prior to the lesson, set up slideshow, painting materials, and their dried pots for collection

Introduction (10 minutes)
Slide 1: “Last week we created our pinch pots. The pots have now dried and are ready to be painted. In a minute, we’re going to pass out our materials and start painting, but first I want to check in with the question of the day, review some concepts, and share some artists who use these techniques. 
Slide 2: Today’s question of the day is “Why do you think art is important?” I’ll go first. What I love about art is the ability to express myself, how I grow and change through art, and getting to enjoy seeing how other people express themselves and the world around them. What do you love about art? (*Go around and have students answer the question. Finish by trying to reinforce how important art is and how it can be a great outlet, hobby, and passion for the rest of your life without being on a soap box.)
Slide 3: “To review, what did we learn about clay last week?” (Have students volunteer to answer what they remembered about last week’s information)
Slide 4: “Last week we learned a few different terms for clay work such as ceramics and pottery. We learned that clay is a malleable material. Does anyone remember what malleable means? (Have students volunteer to answer) “Malleable means easily changed or formed. We learned that there are different types and forms of clay that you can use. We also learned that there are different techniques you can use such as hand building, molds, or the potter’s wheel.”
Slide 5: I also wanted to share with you some artists that use the pinch and hand building techniques we are learning in class in their professional work. This is an example from the artist Ingrid Bathe, a potter who lives and works in Maine. 
Slide 6: This is an example from a really cool structural potter named Lynda Drapper who is a potter in Australia. 
Slide 7: This is an example from Leanne Mcclurg Cambric who is based in the Chicago area. I wanted to show you these examples though to prove that these techniques aren’t just for classroom projects but used by practicing artists today.” 

Demonstration (5-10 minutes)
Whiteboard color wheel demonstration: before we get started, I also wanted to share some color mixing rules with you. You have a selection of paint colors in front of you for your pots, but you’re more than welcome to create colors as well. So, I wanted to make a basic color wheel on the board to help you. Does anyone know what three colors create all other colors? (Have students answer voluntarily. Get the answers red, blue, and yellow and place them in the triangle formation.) Does anyone know what color red and blue make? Yellow and blue? Red and Yellow? (Have students answer voluntarily until you have the basic wheel completed.) I also wanted to warn you about crossing the color wheel. If you mix colors that are across from one another like green and red, you’re going to create more muted, brown shades. If that’s something you want, feel free to experiment. If you don’t want to mute or brown your colors, I would avoid mixing colors directly across from one another. 
 
Brush demonstration: Something I also wanted to go over was brush manners. We’re going to pass out paint momentarily and will be using our paints and paintbrushes to put the finishing touches on our pots! We want to treat our brushes gently. (*demonstrate visually to students some good brush handling with a bad brush you don’t care about. Then have teachers assistant help pass out materials.

Work (20-30 minutes)
Have students paint their pots. Have the teacher play music in the background. Go around and engage with students and answer questions. Also document their current and previous works from the semester. 

Clean Up (10 minutes)
For cleanup, demonstrate to students how to wash brushes in the sink. Send students to wash the brushes and their hands. When they return, have them dispose of desk covers, water cups, and disposable paint trays in the trash bag. Then have them wipe their desks if the paint went beyond the desk covers. Have them set their drying pinch pots in a designated drying area. 

Closure (3 minutes)
Thank students for this great experience and for being amazing and creative art students. Thank students and teacher again, before wrapping up the unit and encouraging students about the importance of art and all that it can bring life.






2


